Course Syllabus

Course Title:
Course #:
Schedule:
Credits:
Pathway:

Botany
AG162
1 Period Every Day
.5 (Second Semester)
Plant Systems, Environmental Service Systems, Natural Resources Systems

Teacher:
Phone:
Email:

Mr. Speth
728-2642 ext. 4461
mspeth@ddschools.org

This class counts as a one-half credit Biological Science class as well as being articulated with
Gateway Technical College for advanced standing. The science credit is accepted at UWMadison as well as all other UW System campuses. This class is articulated for Advanced
Standing with the Gateway class: 107 Plant Biology. This class taken with the PEAS class, is
articulated for Advanced Standing with the Gateway Class: 001-141 Soil and Plant Nutrition.
Expectations
Regular class attendance is expected. If you are absent unexcused you forfeit your right to
complete the class work that was done that day.
Homework will be checked prior to being graded. Students with homework completed at that
time can get full credit for the assignment. Students with incomplete work can finish the
assignment at which time they can receive up to75% of the possible points.
Cheating will not be tolerated and a zero given for that assignment.
Swearing is not tolerated.
Be polite and courteous to your fellow students.
It is your responsibility as a student to come to class prepared, with materials and pens or
pencils. I am not a writing utensil supplier, you can buy them at the Comets Corner before
school starts.
There is no textbook in this class, the information will be shared through Powerpoint and it is the
student’s responsibility to take these notes and keep them organized for use on tests, quizzes,
worksheets, and semester exams. The ability to use notes on a test is confused by some
students as having the meaning of “don’t have to study for the test”. This is not true and
poor performance on tests in the past has consistently shown up by those students. It is highly
recommended that students prepare for tests by studying beforehand and using their notes in case
they get stuck.

Materials
You will need a notebook, pen or pencil, and a folder or binder for class everyday. You will
receive various handouts and take notes in class. We will be using a mycaert.com website for
information and test taking. This site will also have many of the worksheets on it for you, as we
move to using less paper. You are responsible for keeping the notebook with you for notetaking.
These notes can be used on any test, quiz or worksheet.
Grading
Your grade will be determined based on how many points you accumulate during the grading
period. There will be an opportunity to gain points almost daily. Your grades will be kept on an
internet website, www.mygradebook.com. There is an attached sheet will explains the site in
detail. The site will be accessible at all times via the internet and I have the ability to e-mail out
updates and reminders. Your letter grade will be determined based on the following scale:
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The final semester grade will be achieved be taking each grading period (30%) X 3 and the
semester exam (10%) and combining by the percentages.
The CSAT on-line tests will be 40% of the grade, with the balance of the daily activities and labs
making up the other 60%.

This class will introduce the student to the plant from germination to growth and flowering. The
various life cycles will be studied as well as biotechnological techniques that are prevalent today.
Students will utilize the greenhouse for enhanced laboratory experiences. Get your gardening
gloves out and get prepared to discover one phenomenon after another.

* Advanced Standing grants you technical college credit after you enroll at the college and
provide documentation the articulation agreements were meant. You will need to earn an A or B
in this class to earn the college credits.

